
 
 
 

 

TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Brad Hagemann, Water Resources Manager 
 
SUBJECT: City Landfill: Liner Repair Monitoring 
 
DATE: February 15, 2005 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider procuring services to design and install one monitoring 

well and two vapor probes at the landfill in response to a liner tear and subsequent 
repair. 

 
 
FACTS: 1. The City’s landfill Operator/Engineer, Pacific Waste Services, tore and subsequently 

repaired the landfill liner in March 2000.  The liner incident was not reported to the 
City until mid–2003 and, subsequently, to regulatory agencies in July 2003. 

 
2. Todd Engineers prepared a Work Plan for monitoring potential impacts from the 

liner tear. 
 
3. The Work Plan recommended installation of one ground water monitoring well and 

two vapor probes.  It was submitted to the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) in December 2004 and subsequently approved in January, 2005, 
requiring a completion date of July 2005. 

 
ANALYSIS 
AND 
CONCLUSION:  In order to implement and complete the approved Work Plan by July 2005 an 

engineering firm must immediately prepare well drilling specifications and, once 
under construction, coordinate and supervise the well drilling and vapor probe 
installation; and coordinate the ground water and vapor sampling, as well as prepare 
a report for the regulatory agencies documenting completion of the work.  Todd 
Engineers can complete the needed design and coordination work at a fee of 
$34,079.   

 
  The vapor probe and well installation is estimated to cost $100,000.  In order to 

meet the RWQCB’s deadline, advance authorization to award the drilling contract to 
the lowest responsible bidder at an amount not to exceed $100,000 is requested. 

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Regional Water Quality Control Board order to install ground water and vapor sampling 

system by July 2005. 
 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: Allocation of additional funding to cover this work will impact General Fund reserves in 

an amount not to exceed $134,100.  Reimbursement from the Landfill 
Operator/Engineer is expected. 

 
 



OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx appropriating $134,100 from General Fund reserves; 
authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with Todd Engineers for 
engineering work associated with the Work Plan implementation; awarding a 
contract for the vapor probe and well installation to the lowest responsible bidder; 
and authorizing the City Manager to execute documents necessary to obtain 
reimbursement for all such costs from Pacific Waste Services. 

 
 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:     
 

1. Resolution authorizing contract awards for design and installation of two vapor wells and one 
monitoring well. 

 
2. Regional Water Quality Control Board Letter, dated January 10, 2005. 



RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES AUTHORIZING  
CONTRACT AWARDS FOR  DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF  TWO VAPOR PROBES AND ONE 

MONITORING WELL AT THE PASO ROBLES CITY LANDFILL 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles has been ordered by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (the "Regional 
Board") to implement a monitoring plan designed to mitigate any potential impacts from a tear and subsequent 
repair of the liner system at the City’s landfill by July 1, 2005; and 
 
WHEREAS, Todd Engineering has proposed providing  engineering and coordination services to include 
preparation of well drilling specifications, and once under construction, coordination and supervision of  well 
drilling and vapor probe installation; coordination of groundwater and vapor sampling and preparation of a report 
for the Regional Board and other regulatory agencies documenting completion of the work,  for a fee of $34,079; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to meet the time schedule established in approved Work Plan the Council will need to 
provide advance authorization to the City Manager  to award the drilling contract to the lowest responsible bidder at 
an amount not to exceed $100,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pacific Waste Services ("PWS"), the operator of the Paso Robles City Landfill, has acknowledged 
responsibility for paying the costs of all work associated with the mitigation and remediation of any impacts 
resulting from the liner tear at the Landfill; and 
 
WHEREAS, a total of $134,100 is required to fund the engineering services, vapor probes and well installation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
SECTION 1.    The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby appropriate $134,100 from General 
Fund reserves to Budget No. 100-310-5235-167 to fund design and installation of two vapor probes and one 
ground water monitoring well at the Paso Robles Landfill and authorizes the City Manager to award a contract for 
well drilling to the lowest responsible bidder in an amount not to exceed $100,000. 
 
SECTION 2.   The City Council authorizes the City Manager to execute all documents necessary to have the 
City reimbursed by PWS for all costs incurred by City including, but not limited to, the engineering services, vapor 
probe installation and well  drilling at the Landfill necessitated by the liner tear. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 15th day of February 2005 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 




